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Madison played a principal part. At the
Constitutional Convention which followed,
the first plan of government offered was pre-
sented by the Virginia delegates and embod-
ied Madison's ideas of what the government
of the United States should be, and most of
these ideas were incorporated in the consti-
tution agreed upon. Madison, in conjunction
with Hamilton and Jay, wrote the Federalist
and secured the ratification by Virginia. If
Virginia had rejected it, New York and other
states would undoubtedly have followed her
lead. The party in the state opposed to the
adoption was ably led by Patrick Henry, and
in the convention called to decide the ques-
tion of ratification he made the greatest fight
of his life, his chief opponent being Madison.
Madison's success in securing ratification by
Virginia was the greatest triumph of his
career. He was elected to the first House of
Representatives, having failed of election to
the Senate because of Patrick Henry's opposi-
tion, and was recognized as its leader. Madi-
son became secretary of state in Jefferson's
Cabinet and held the office for eight years.
When he became president in 1809 affairs
were in such a train that war with England
or France or both seemed almost inevitable,
but he exhausted every effort to preserve
peace before sending a message recommending
war with Great Britain to Congress. The
country was not prepared for the war which
followed, and Madison had neither the per-
sonal force nor experience to qualify him for
leading a nation in arms, and his administra-
tion in a military sense was a failure. His
title to enduring fame was not in fact won
when he was secretary of state or president,
but in the earlier period of his public career
when he demonstrated qualities of construc-
tive statesmanship of the highest order. He
died at Montpelier, June 28, 1836.

Madonna, the term usually applied to rep-
resentations of the Virgin Mary in art. The
earliest existing picture of her is said to be
one in the Capella Greca in the catacombs of
Priscilla, Rome, assigned to the first half of
the 2d century. With the great artists of the
i4th, isth, and i6th centuries the Madonna
was a favorite subject. Favorite incidents are
the Annunciation, the Holy Family, the Ado-
ration, the Assumption, and the Coronation.
Celebrated Madonnas are by Mantegna, Bot-
ticelli, and Bellini, two or three reliefs by
Donatello, and Michael Angelo's statue in the
Medici chapel, Florence; Leonardo's Virgin of
the Rocks; and three famous Raphaels.

Madras. Presidency of India, at the s. ex-

tremity of the peninsula. Its n. limits reach
the Bombay Presidency on the one side, and
the Bengal Presidency on the other. The riv-
ers Godavari, Kistna (Krishna), and Cauvery
rise in the W. Ghats, and discharge into the
Bay of Bengal. The only important lake,
Pulicat, 33 m. long, lies n. of the capital. Gold
is mined in Mysore and in the Nilgiris. For-
ests cover 15,862 sq. m. Famines have been
rather frequent. Although the presidency
has no natural harbors, Madras on the east
coast is one of the most important ports in
the Indian empire, and the districts of Kan-
ara, Malabar, and Travancore on the west
are centers of considerable export and import.
The chief articles of export are hides, coffee,
raw cotton, rice, oils, spices, indigo, coir,
sugar, tobacco, and tea. Diamonds are in the
Karnus district. The bulk of the population
are Hindus, but there are many Mohamme-
dans, and the proportion of Christians (most-
ly Roman Catholics) is larger than in any
other part of India. The Laccadive and Mai-
dive Islands, off the Malabar coast, are, for
administrative purposes, included in the Ma-
dras Presidency; p.4,200,000.
The Portuguese navigator Vasco di Gama
visited Madras in 1498, and in 1502 estab-
lished a factory in Cochin. About 1609 the
Dutch made a settlement on the east coast;
in 1611 English settlements were made at
Nizampatam and Masulipatam, and in 164*
Cardinal Richelieu founded a French Com,
pany for the purposes of trade in Madras
From that time until near the close of the
i8th century there were continual struggles
among these powers for supremacy, but the
English under Clive and Coote eventually
drove out the other Europeans.
Madras, city and seaport, British India,
capital of Madras Presidency. It stretches
along the coast for some eight or nine m.,
the northern part, known as George Town
(formerly Black Town), including the native
and commercial quarters, and the southern
part the residential section. In the extreme
south is the old Portuguese town of St.
Thome". Madras has several fine parks; Fort
St. George, the citadel, contains European
barracks; St. Mary's Church is the oldest
English church in India. Educational institu-
tions are Madras University, Madras Chris-
tian College, the Law College, Pachayyappa's
College, and the Presidency College; p.
largely Hindus, 647,230.
The town of St. Thome was founded by
the Portuguese in 1504 and in 1639 the rajah
of Chandragiri granted to the East India